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Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), what is it?
According to Unesco, "cultural heritage does not stop at monuments and collections of objects". It also
includes traditions or living expressions inherited from our ancestors and passed on to our
descendants, such as oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals and festive
events, knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge and
skills needed for traditional crafts. Even though fragile, intangible cultural heritage is an important
factor in maintaining cultural diversity in the face of increasing globalisation. Having an idea of the
intangible cultural heritage of different communities is useful for intercultural dialogue and encourages
respect for other ways of life.
These are living manifestations passed on from generation to generation, constantly recreated by
communities, and which give us a sense of identity.
Contrary to popular belief, ICH does not necessarily refer to the past. It is a contemporary, living
notion based on human interaction.

The ICH programme qu’es aquò?
Intangible Cultural Heritage for all
A federative, intergenerational and intercultural programme for the
popularisation of the ICH
This is an awareness-raising action aimed at the general public. The objectives of the programme:
To raise awareness of the importance of the dissemination and transmission of ICH as a decisive
element in the preservation of cultural diversity in the face of increasing globalisation.
To present heritage in a simple and didactic way.
To raise awareness of the cultural, but also social and economic values of ICH.
To enable everyone to reappropriate, better understand or even express pride in the idea of being
part of a living heritage.
ICH, Qu’es aquò ? - from Occitan ,a French regional language, meaning "What is it?"
- Intangible Cultural Cultural Heritage for all
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The 4 parts of the programme
1.Making videos to raise awareness of the notion of ICH
Each year, we propose to create a series of awareness-raising videos to present heritage in a simple
and didactic way heritage in a simple and didactic way: ICH for all.
Ces courtes vidéos combineront :
Illustrated testimonies from experts. The non-exhaustive presentation of each topic should make
people want to know more about the theme by highlighting the living character of the ICH.
Illustrative shots and audiovisual archives to contextualise the information.
An invitation to the public, in the description of the videos, to consult the digital resources offered
by the Ministry of Culture and UNESCO to learn more about each theme.

The ICH series, qu’es aquò? 2021-2022

→

November 13th, 2021
Opening video – Notion of ICH (Intangible Cultural
Heritage): Pierre Sanner (President of the France Heritage Association).
The ICH is traditional, contemporary and also alive. It adapts, evolves and is an
important factor of the upholding of the cultural diversity.

→

December 9th, 2021
The Fest-Noz – Brittany: Matthieu Lamour (Director General of the
Confédération Culturelle Bretonne KENLEUR).
Fest-Noz, meaning 'night party' in Breton language, is a festive gathering based on the collective
practice of traditional dances of Brittany with singing or instrumental music. According to pci-lab.fr
website (French Ministry of Cultures), Fest-Noz, beyond its entertainment function, has kept an
important social function all along its evolution. It is characterised by a great conviviality, a intense
camaraderie among singers, musicians and dancers, a very important social and intergenerational
diversity, and a great openness to others. Today, this event represents an important part of the Breton
cultural economy.

Fest Noz
Confederation KENLEUR photo
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→

January 13th, 2022
Tahteeb, a stick game – Egypt: Dr Adel Paul Boulad (Egypt, Paris).
This ancient art was inscribed in 2016 on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity. At its origins in ancient Egypt, tahteeb was a martial art. Later, it became a
festive game. Today, Modern tahteeb is a sport that has the ambition to be an Olympic
discipline in 2036 or 2040, at Olympic Games that could take place in Africa, perhaps
in Egypt.

Pyramid of Sahurê 5th dynasty (2600 BC)
source www.tahtib.com

Tahteeb, stick game
2012 Gannat's Festival photo

→

February 10th, 2022
Tango – Argentina, Uruguay: Jorge Rodriguez (Argentina, Bordeaux).
What better way to describe tango than with the sentence by Jorge Rodriguez himself: 'The one who
loves tango, loves life'. Born in the urban lower classes in Buenos Aires and Montevideo, in the Rio de la
Plata basin, tango is today a tradition recognised all around the world. Thanks to its capacity to adapt,
tango brings together
musicians, dancers, companies, associations,
tango clubs, professionals and amateurs who
constitute a vast community spread throughout
the world.

Milonga in Buenos Aires
Photo by Ivan Pelletier
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→

March 10th, 2022
The art of dry stone walling: Claire Cornu (co-founder, Fédération
Française Professionnels de la Pierre Sèche - FFPPS).
Stacking stones upon each other without mortar, an exceptional noble know-how, respectful of the
environment. According to the French Federation of Dry Stone Professionals, it is a non industrialisable
construction system that uses local stone, a natural, healthy material, reused or from nearby quarries,
or even stones collected from the fields or from the surface (depending on the geology of the soil,
altered stones known as "discovery materials" can be collected from the surface).
This practice is included in the France ICH inventory but also on the
Unesco ICH representative list by France, Croatia, Cyprus, Greece,
Italy, Slovakia, Spain and Switzerland.
This is an example of the inclusive character of ICH because we can
share ICH expressions. Expressions can be adapted by people who have migrated to other regions;
they can also evolve according to their environment.

International Scientific Society for the
Multidisciplinary Study of Dry Stone (SPS)

Dry stone construction - A set of terraces and a hut, place called
"Combe de Bourguignon" in Marguerittes in Gard, Occitania Region
© Claire Cornu
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2.Disseminate widely to the general public, starting with the
official launch in Gannat and online on 13 Nov 2021
- -Audience: large audience (from 12 years old, from all cultures, all origins)
- -Free distribution: various social networks and multimedia platforms, on the association's website,
as well as on many other communication media at local, regional, national and international level.
- -Multilingual: each video will be proposed in French with French subtitles for deaf and hard of
hearing people, and with English subtitles.

- -Our distribution network: our partners (at present):
Institutions

Partners

NGOs

Participants

(2021-2022 series)

And also

La Ligue de l'Enseignement
Micro-Folie Nature et Culture
(Couzon)
Confédération Nationale des Foyers
Ruraux (CNFR)
Les Universités Indépendantes
Écoles Calandretas
Asso. et académies et festivals Tango
Fédérations Bretonnes
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3. Organise workshops, particularly in
schools and associations: What is our heritage?
This step allows everyone to reclaim their heritage, to understand it better or even take pride in
being part of a living heritage.
It will also be an opportunity to get up close and personal with some of the elements of national and
international ICH discussed in the videos, for example: a tango workshop, a dry stone construction
workshop, or the Tahteeb and to see how these elements of ICH resonate with our territory.

Pilot experiment at Alain Fournier Middle Shool in Vallon en Sully in
Allier, Auvergne Region
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4.Use the Cultures of the World Festival to present elements
of the ICH
The Gannat Festival is an emblematic place for the representation and dissemination of ICH. The
programming and the selection of guests allows to highlight elements of the ICH.

A response to an urgent need
In view of the observations made by Ms Catherine DUMAS and Ms Marie-Pierre MONIER on behalf of
the Committee on Culture, Education and Communication in its report of 19 May 2021 on Intangible
Cultural Heritage (ICH), the NGO Cultures du Monde has a role to play through this programme, as it
can be part of the initiatives to be developed to meet the needs by the Committee.
The findings :
The concept is still poorly understood:
The confusion surrounding the notion of ICH. The need to detach the notion from the past, from
folklore, and to bring out its contemporary and living character.
The ICH remains largely invisible to the general public:
The lack of visibility and the need to develop awareness-raising actions among the general public to
introduce the elements listed in the French inventory of the ICH carried out by the Ministry of Culture to
the general public.
Local authorities do not yet fully play their role in safeguarding the ICH:
Local authorities are key actors in the promotion and safeguarding of the ICH. They need to be made
aware of the importance of the ICH.
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Who are we ?: The National Association Cultures du
Monde, an NGO Official Partner of Unesco
An opening up to the world
For more than 45 years, the Association Nationale Cultures du Monde (ANCM) has been involved in
the dissemination of the various forms of intangible cultural heritage through the organisation of
events, the transmission and programming of expressions from all over the world.
Through its projects, the ANCM works to promote access for all to the diversity of cultures and living
heritage.
The ANCM is also an NGO accredited as an expert by UNESCO for its know-how in everything related
to this living heritage.
Convinced that the discovery of our Intangible Cultural Heritage is a necessary condition for its
safeguarding and transmission, the ANCM has contributed to its knowledge and its valorisation
through different projects carried out over the years.
Disseminating:
Animating the fabric of rural life around the Intangible Cultural Heritage through educational, cultural,
tourist and local development activities.
Organising the Gannat Festival of World Cultures and ensure its promotion and influence.
Contributing to the animation of the Auvergne Region and the Massif Central.
Promoting the living expression of traditional and popular cultures by inviting ensembles from
different horizons.
Promoting a better knowledge and understanding between peoples, by highlighting the richness and
diversity of culture.
Sharing and transmitting:
Fostering relationships of cooperation and exchange.
Organising meetings, for experts or the general public, on the various forms of expression (dance,
music, crafts...) of traditional and popular culture.
Encouraging the transmission and amateur practice of the various forms of traditional and popular
expression (languages, literature, music, dances, games, mythologies, rites, customs, crafts,
architecture and other arts...)
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A reference association in France for Intangible Cultural Heritagel
This project is based on the work carried out for more than 45 years by the Association Cultures du
Monde for the promotion and defence of ICH.
Long before the 2003 Convention (UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage), and even before it became an accredited NGO to carry out consultative functions with the
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the ICH, the ANCM, with its founding president
Jean Roche, was already engaged in the safeguarding of traditions and cultural and social expressions.
Here at Les Cultures du Monde, we are aware of the importance of contributing to the promotion of
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) as a determining factor in the upholding of cultural diversity.
With this unifying, intergenerational and intercultural project, we offer a simple, didactic and innovative
transmission of the ICH in a permanent spirit of discovery, exchange, openness and dialogue.
This project is also based on the work carried out by UNESCO in accordance with the measures
defined in the 2003 and 2005 Conventions, the promotion, enhancement, defence and safeguarding
of the ICH by the Ministry of Culture in its inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in France.

Contact : Rafael Villamizar
+33.4.70.90.66.31
rafael.culturesdumonde@gmail.com

lesculturesdumonde.org

